
Week 3 English Slides
Beowulf



For this lesson you will need:

 Pen/pencil

 Wanted poster template or a piece of paper you can 

decorate as a wanted poster.

Monday 18th January 2021



LO: To understand how the author portrays the main 

character.

 I  can use semi colons

 I can use a variety of different adjectives to create a 

description of Grendel

 I can use expanded noun phrases.

Monday 18th January 2021



What sort of 

man do we 

think Beowulf 

is?



Let’s focus 

on the 

tone 

between 

the guard 

and 

Beowulf.



Who can spot the 

alliteration?

What words dose 

Beowulf use to 

convince the 

guard of his good 

intentions?



What is the 

affect of the 

end phrase 

‘or so they 

thought’?





Make notes of 

how Grendel is 

described.



Activity

King of the Danes, Hrothgar, has asked his 

Thanes to design a wanted poster for the 

beast, Grendel. 

What would you expect to see on a wanted 

poster?





Make sure you complete your 

description about Grendel 

before you draw your 

picture.

You can magpie words from 

the story to help you. 

How is Grendel described? 

…evil Grendel…prowls this 

hall…the night stalker…eating 

their flesh, drinking their 

blood…vile and loathsome 

destroyer.





Tuesday 19th January 2021

For this lesson you will need:

Pen/Pencil

Some lined paper



LO: To write a letter from Beowulf to his 

father.

 I  can link paragraphs using conjunctions.

 I can use powerful synonyms.

 I can use an informal letter format.

Tuesday 19th January 2021



What does this 

tell us about 

Beowulf?





Beowulf has received this letter from his father: 

Dear Beowulf, 

I hope that your journey across the seas was successful! Your mother and I know of 
the waters; testing our magnificent boats. Whisperings have spread about storms being 
treacherous and unforgiving.

Many great things have been said about this Danish King Hrothgar. He is well known 
for his magnificent battles, pillaging and raiding. I was lucky enough to meet his 
father one summer raid many years ago. Upon my return, I was laden with the spoils 
of war. I hope that they have remembered and given you the warmest of welcomes.

What news do you have of this hideous beast? I am sure it is no match for you my son. 
You are the mightiest warrior our kind has ever seen. Make sure you write to me your 
plan of how you will slay the creature!

May the gods grant you the power and might of a thousand men in your battle.

Your loving father, 

Edgetheow. 



Beowulf needs to respond to his father 

Edgetheouw. 

What should we include in the letter. Remember, you are 

writing from Beowulf’s point of view.

 Safe journey – (in brisk breezes the ship air flew along, ploughing the storm-

tossed ocean)

 welcomed by the king – How the king has welcomed you 

 people terrified – Write about what has been happening.

 feast – What was at the feast?

 thoughts on the battle to come – What does Beowulf plan to do?

 best wishes passed on to his dad – How do we sign off a letter?





Wednesday 20th January 2021

For this lesson you will need:

Pen/Pencil

Copies of the text to highlight 

Worksheet for today or lined paper.



LO: To identify the powerful language used by the 

author in the description of the battle.

 I  can scan read the text.

 I can pick out powerful vocabulary

 I can group vocabulary correctly

Wednesday 20th January 2021



Vocabulary

 Geatish warriors – Noun – These men are from a North 
Germanic tribe during the Viking era.

 Tyrant – Noun – A cruel and oppressive ruler.

 Rafters – Noun - A beam forming part of the internal framework 
of a roof.

 Endeavours – Noun – attempt to achieve a goal.

 Cacophony – Noun - A harsh, horrid mixture of sounds

 Resounding – adjective – unmistakable and loud.

 Asunder – adverb – apart 



What is the 

strength of 

Beowulf’s 

belief in the 

God’s?



What clues 

are there of 

the outcome 

of the 

battle?



What do you 

think of this 

prayer?







Word classes:

Do you know the difference?

 Adjectives

Adjectives are describing words. They describe a noun.

 Verbs

Verbs are action or doing words. They tell the reader what a noun 

is doing.

 Adverbs

Adverbs describe verbs. They tell the reader how or in which way 

the verb is happening.



Activity

 We are going to gather 

powerful vocabulary and 

create our own word banks. 

This will help us with our 

writing later this week!

 Let’s do this one together. 

We are looking for 

adjectives, verbs, adverbs

and alliteration.



How to present your work.

Harder, 

tighter, free, 

sudden, 

Callous …

Pounced, 

seized, 

held, 

locked, 

struggled, 

unloose, 

fastened…

Once, now, 

fast, 

however, 

again, 

vainly, 

away …

killing claws, 

callous killer 

…



mild



spicy



hot





Thursday 21st January 2021

For this lesson you will need:

Pen/Pencil

Some lined paper



LO: To plan an account of how the battle 

concludes.

 I  can made deductions of how the battle will end 

referring to the text.

 I can plan the vocabulary I will use in my writing.

 I can develop my ideas by looking at the text and 

improving my plan.

Thursday 21st January 2021



What has happened so far in the battle?

The vile creature called Grendel entered 

the grand mead-hall in Heorot.

He snatched up a Geatish sentry and tore 

him apart. Moving onto other victims.

Beowulf has seized Grendel by the arm.

The monster was filled with fear.





What 

techniques and 

word choices 

has the author 

used to build 

suspense?



The next page of the book has been ripped out! 

All we know about how the battle ended is this 

picture.



Activity

 Your task is to write a 

concise account of how 

the battle ends, in the 

style of the author 

(Michael Morpurgo).

 We know that the battle 

ends with Grendel fleeing 

minus one arm.

 Today you are going to 

plan the ending of the 

battle.





Example:

-Their swords and spears 

couldn’t penetrate 

Grendel’s skin.

- He began kicking 

warriors around him.

- Grendel became 

wrathful.

- Beowulf commanded 

warriors to help pin 

Grendel down.

- Rope was used to tie 

him down.

- Beowulf pulled 

Grendel’s arm off.

- Grendel manages to 

escape and runs away. 

Never to return.





Friday 22nd January 2021

For this lesson you will need:

Pen/Pencil

Some lined paper

Your plan from yesterday of how the battle 

ended.



LO: To write an account of how the battle 

concludes.

 I  can use my plan to support my writing.

 I can use a variety of powerful vocabulary to add detail.

 I can include dialogue in my writing.

Friday 22nd January 2021



Yesterday you created your plan of how 

the battle ended. This was my example.



Today you are going to use your plan to write 

the ending of the battle with Grendel.

In your writing you should include:

 A variety of sentences. Make sure that you have some simple sentences, as well as 
sentences using conjunctions. Furthermore, you can also include sentences with a 
sentence starter adding details of when, where or how something has happened.

 Paragraphs – Use your plan to group your sentences into paragraphs.

 Powerful vocabulary – Use the word bank from Wednesday to inspire your writing and 
description. You could also use vocabulary you made notes of last week about Grendel.

 Descriptive techniques such as metaphors, similes, expanded noun phrases (adjective, 
adjective noun), alliteration, onomatopoeia (words that describe sounds).

 Can you include dialogue? What would your characters say? Make sure that your dialogue 
is adding further detail to what is happening in this scene.



Model write – How to transform 

a plan into a story.



Have you included the following in your 

writing?

❑ A variety of sentences. 

❑ Paragraphs

❑ Powerful vocabulary 

❑ Descriptive techniques. 

❑ Dialogue (speech from the characters)


